as to whether or not the substances dissolved in such waters are absorbed by the skin; and I find that this subject has been under discussion every now and then for the last sixty years, without any certain conclusion having been In the greater number of the baths, it will be seen that I did not employ a heat so high as to produce congestion of the skin, which might have been followed by diaphoresis, the very opposite process to absorption. I did not notice sweating after any of the baths.
The quantities of the substances used in the baths were varied considerably; so as to obviate any objection that might be made on the ground that the solutions were either too weak or too strong.
The time through which a bath lasted was never less than half an hour,?this being about the maximum period of a warm bath,? but, to favour absorption, the time was prolonged in most cases to one hour.
Before concluding this paper, I also desire to record a few experiments on another aspect of the same subject. Though the division of opinion among observers is great as to the absorption by the skin of substances held in aqueous solution, there seems to be less difference when other media than water are employed; at least, one might be led to infer this from the frequency with which ointments are still used in medicine, and also from the practice of painting chronic abscesses, swollen glands, etc., with tincture of iodine, which is still much in fashion. In both of these practices the substances mixed up into the ointment and dissolved in the tincture are held to pass through the skin and reach the blood before they produce any beneficial effect.
In reference to absorption of iodine applied to the skin in the form of tincture, I have to remark that on testing the urine of patients over whose body I had applied it embracing a consider- 
